
 The island of Crete in the 
Mediterranean Sea, south of mainland 
Greece, attracted many settlers over the 
thousands of years of antiquity.  The 
Minoan script found on the island 
during the early 20th century is 
identified as one of the earliest scripts 
of any language.  During the same 
period (ca. 1800 BC), Mycenaean 
script was used on the Greek mainland. 
How good that the ancients identified 
their languages with a script.  The 
Mediterranean Sea — crossroads of 
three continents!   

Smithsonian Magazine, Jan./Feb. 2017 
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IT’S ALL GREEK TO US

 President Trump and former Secretary Hillary Clinton have both agreed to the International Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem’s  five guiding principles for Israel.  They are 1) Relocating the present U. S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem; 2) Supporting security aid to Israel; 3) monitoring and acting on Iran's violations of the JCPOA Iran nuclear 
agreement; 4) rejecting third party solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict forced on Israel; 5) and opposing Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions efforts levied at Israel.    

Word From Jerusalem, Dec. 2016

TRUMP SIGNS ON TO ICEJ’S FIVE GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR ISRAEL

 The giant pyramids of Giza, 
Egypt, built as tombs for ancient 
P h a r o a h s K h u f u , K h a f r e , a n d 
Menkaure were constructed some 4,000 
years ago.  To this day they are objects 
of attention and study for tourists and 
scholars alike.  Yet they continue hold 
on to many of their secrets, which wait 
to be solved.  

 National Geographic History, Jan./Feb. 2017

THE GREAT PYRAMIDS OF 
EGYPT’S GIZA

 The site of Babylon was first 
identified in the 1800's in present-day 
Iraq.  Excavations undertaken by 
German archaeologists revealed so 
much information about why it was 

built on the Euphrates, yet very close to 
the Tigris River as well.  The rulers of 
Babylon (including Nebuchadrezzar II) 
dominated the ancient world.  They 
also conquered many city-states and 

temples of that time, including 
Jerusalem.  The are references to 
Babylon several times in the Biblical 
Book of Daniel. 

National Geographic History, Jan./Feb. 2017

BABYLON — THE CITY OF ANCIENT PROMINENCE

 Nearly 30 years after the completion of excavations in the courtyard of 
Jerusalem's Tower of David, Archaeologist Orna Cohen spotted a metallic item 
among stones near a wall.  Cohen determined that the metallic object was a small 
bronze coin, used in Jerusalem during the days of King Antiochus IV Epiphanes, 
during the second century BC.    

International Jerusalem Post, Dec. 23-29, 2016

ARCHAEOLOGISTS FIND RARE COIN

 There is a fascinating article in the latest issue of the Biblical Archaeologist 
Review by Jan Joosten titled, "How Hebrew Became a Holy Language.”  The 
author argues that it started out as a regular language used by ancient people, but 
its use for scripture by Jews and Christians over time encouraged it to be evolve 
into a holy language.   

Biblical Archaeology Review, Jan./Feb. 2017

HEBREW — A HOLY LANGUAGE?


