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 The next HistoryOnTheMove Study Tour to Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority, and Italy is scheduled for June 9-22, 
2016.  For a detailed itinerary and registration form, visit 
www.historyonthemove.com.

HistoryOnTheMove STUDY TOUR

 In the latest issue of Bible & Spade, a publication of the Associates of Biblical Research, Gordon Franz (friend of the 
Museum of Biblical & Sacred Writings) writes on the topic of where Mt. Sinai might be located.  In Galatians 4:25, Paul 
the Apostle identifies Mt. Sinai in his day as being in Arabia.  Gordon raises the very important question of where Arabia 
might be located in the 1st century.  Since no maps exist from the 1st century of that general area, it would appear that 
Arabia included not only the area which is presently defined as Saudi Arabia, but also the present Sinai Peninsula.  Some 
authors, such as Robert Cornuke of the BASE Institute, have determined that Mt. Sinai was in Saudi Arabia. 
 The Book of Exodus never uses the term Arabia for the location where Moses received the Law of God.  After 
discussing a number of ancient sources, Franz correctly points out that  the Arabia of the first century could stretch from 
the Nile Delta area, eastward across the Sinai Peninsula, and all the way across modern Saudi Arabia to the Persian Gulf.  
So where do you think Mt. Sinai was located in the time of Moses?  The traditional site in the southern Sinai Peninsula, 
under the control of Egypt, has a 5th century Greek Orthodox Monastery in place to signify the location.  But it may be in 
the wrong place!

WHERE IS MOUNT SINAI?

 What really Happened in the Garden of Eden is the 
product of Ziony Zevit’s research on the creation of women 
by God. He argues that Eve was not, in fact, created by 
Adam’s rib, but rather his baculum. Zevit argues that the 
correct translation refers not to an actual rib, but to an 
appendage along the side of the body, like a branch of a 
mountain or a side chamber of a building. In a recent 
Biblical Archeology Review issue, he utilizes scientific 

study and historical etiological questions to address this 
biblical question and the critique of various readers. To 
learn more on this subject, pick up a copy of his book, 
What Really Happened in the Garden of Eden? (New 
Haven, CT and London: Yale Univ. Press, 2013).  

-Jared Otto 
(From Biblical Archeology Review Vol 41 No 5 2015.)

“WHAT REALLY HAPPENED IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN?”

 Last month a seal from the time of David was found 
at the Temple Mount Sifting Project (Jerusalem, Israel).  
The seal is significant not only because it is the first of its 
kind to be found there, but also because the seal reveals 
administrative activity that took place on the Temple 
Mount area during the time of David. The seal was found 
by ten year old Matvei Tcepliaev, of Russia, who is one of 
the 170,000 people who have volunteered at the project 
since 2004. 

-Jared Otto 
(From ICEJ Newsletter, 25 September 2015)

SEAL FROM THE TIME OF KING DAVID 
DISCOVERED

The traditional location of Mt. Sinai on the Sinai Peninsula.


