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EMPEROR TRAJAN COIN FOUND
 A hiker on a recent group trip to the countryside of Galilee stumbled upon an 
extraordinary object: a gold coin bearing the face of Emperor Augustus.  The 
leader of the group contacted the Israel Antiquities Authority, who immediately 
recognized the importance of the find and sent representatives to join the group 
and collect the coin. Dr. Danny Syon, a senior numismatist at the Israel 
Antiquities Authority, revealed that this coin was minted in Rome in AD 107.  
Though it bears the face of Augustus, it was actually minted by Emperor Trajan as 
a way to commemorate the emperors that preceded him. Until now, the British 
Museum was thought to have the only known coin of its kind, adding to the 
significance of this find.  No date has been set for its anticipated exhibit.  

From the Israel Antiquities Authority, March 14, 2016.

 Archeologists from Tel Aviv 
University have recently made an 
unprecedented discovery: a stash of 

ancient textile pieces in the Arava 
Valley (from Dead Sea to Red Sea). 

These textiles are no larger than a 2” x 
2” square, but they reveal the color and 
design of the clothes, tents, and bags of 
the Edomites, of whom these items 
belonged.  
 In addition to the information 
these artifacts tell historians about 
cloth production and design, they also 
give a glimpse into the society of the 
Edomites, who, according to the Bible, 
were often at war with the Kingdom of 
Israel.  The Edomites lived in a 

stratified society where the copper 
smelters were held with high regard 
and occupied the upper echelons of 
society. These smelters were incredibly 
wealthy which allowed them to import 
these fabrics from the Jordan Valley or 
northern Israel - a necessity, as there 
were very few natural resources in the 
area, let alone wool. 
 These small pieces of fabric offer 
more than just an example of cloth 
design and manufacturing.  They allow 
historians to examine the makeup of 
society and the impact of trade to the 
Arava Valley. They also strengthen 
historians’ understanding of the 
Edomites and the world in which they 
lived.  

From the International Jerusalem Post, 
March 4-10, 2016

 German Scholars have teamed up with Israeli Scholars to work on piecing 
together portions of the Dead Sea Scrolls 70 years after their discovery.  The 
fascination with the contents of the Dead Sea Scrolls keeps growing as scholars 
learn more about the inhabitants of Qumran in the northwestern area of the Dead 
Sea during the 2nd - 1st Centuries BC.  Tourists have multiplied by the thousands 
over the years driven by their desire to visit the lowest place on earth. 
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THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AGAINJoin us on the next 
HistoryOnTheMove STUDY TOUR 

as we travel to Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority, and Italy! 
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